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have given him.    At present the current statistics
of any Continental country are best learned from a
gazetteer or a handbook, and its ephemeral politics
or excitement from the special correspondent of any
great paper.     The   old-fashioned  traveller   has   to
explore some provincial district, like the Carpathians
or Bosnia, or to give information not easily obtained
about some interesting stratum of society, if he would
attract readers.    Books of travel are still numerous ;
but the traveller only makes a reputation when  he
opens up a field which the correspondent has not
attempted ;   when he is a Burton, a  VambeVy, or
a  Stanley.     It may be a century or more  before
the world at large is Europeanised, and before all
its   countries are  brought  under pretty  much   the
same conditions, so   that   local   dialects,  costumes,
and    customs   will   have   disappeared ;   but   every
change in this direction is increasing the capacity of
the daily press to deal adequately with  what the
public cares  to  know.     This  is  perhaps   the   least
noticed   instance  of the   way  in  which  the   press
supplies   a   want   anciently  catered   for  in   a   less
ephemeral manner; but of course it has supplanted
governments for the ascertainment and propagation
of authentic news ; and its statistical summaries are
practically what the commercial world goes by.     All
this is so completely within the domain of a news-
paper that it seems impossible to regret it, or even
cavil   at  it    That  significant   or   interesting   facts
should  be  put  freshly  before the notice of  all  is
bound  to be an important factor in  progress.     It
must  be  remembered, however, that it is not only
new facts which are best disseminated  through the
newspaper or the magazine.    Journalism is the most